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LAMAR, Gazaway Bugg 
President, Bank of Commerce 
Savannah, GA 
 
 
 

hree hundred and one documents are found in a file for G. 
B. Lamar in the National Archives files for Citizens. The 

endorsements on the Treasury notes are signed only with the 
initials “G. B. L.” Marvin Ashmore has written: 
 

“The initials are likely that of G. B. Lamar which you 
may compare with the signatures on bank notes. He was 
president of the Bank of Commerce at Savannah, Georgia. He 
was also the agent in New York City who supplied numerous 
plates with vignettes to the Confederate Treasury, vignettes 
which were copied on Treasury Notes. Perhaps the Hoer and 
Train vignettes came from this source. He also worked to have 
the first Montgomery notes and bonds first ordered from the 
ABNC and later produced by the National Bank Note 
Company. I think most Bank of Commerce notes available are 
with his signature and make a neat companion with any 
Confederate collection. 

He was arrested and held in prison for months but 
eventually released in 
connection with the 
investigation of the 
Lincoln assassination. 
There seems to be no 
limit on things to learn 
about bank notes!” 

 
A short but very 

informative biography of 
Lamar can be found at: 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ga

zaway_Bugg_Lamar. 
 Although we do 
not have proof that these 
initials represent G. B. 
Lamar, we have evidence 
that it is likely. The 
Interest Paid stamp on the 
Treasury note endorsed 
by Avirett is from 
Savannah, Georgia, the 
location of Lamar’s Bank 
of Commerce. Avirett 
was a supplier of bacon at 

the same location.  
As Ashmore has pointed out, the initials are a 

reasonable match to Lamar’s signature on the notes issued by 
the Bank of Commerce; see the illustrated example. The 
wealth of documents in the National Archives contain mostly 

letters to and from Lamar in his business and banking 
dealings, many of which concern cotton sales with Liverpool, 
England. Communications were sometimes cyphered for 
security, and an illustrated letter explains how these alphabetic 
cyphers worked. As Ashmore noted, Lamar corresponded with 
bankers in New York, and many such letters are found in his 
files along with references for business transacted with 
blockade runners. In a telegraph of February 8th, 1861, at 
Savannah, Georgia, to Lamar in New York, Charles Green 
writes: “Seizures of New York ships will be made this day by 
Gov. Brown in retaliation. Put our collections out of reach of 
attachment.”  

Many letters to Lamar from Charles Green describe 
his dealings with the Confederate government in an effort to 
sell cotton to England and procure arms. In a letter of June 
28th, 1861, at Richmond, Green writes: 

I have been greatly gratified by my 
intercourse with President Davis, Mr. Toombes, Mr. 
Memminger and Mr. Brown [probably Georgia 
Governor Joseph E. Brown], the simplicity and 
economy of  the Government machinery, the 
accessibility of the chiefs, the absence of 
circumlocution and red-tape, are all calculated to 
impress. The quiet composure, the “a-plomb” of the 
President is striking. I had never before seen Mr. 
Toombes, certainly a remarkable man, strong, direct, 
original. 
 
When Gen’l Sherman approached Savannah, 

Georgia, in December of 1864 he accepted the surrender of the 
city without bloodshed. Lamar signed a loyalty oath to uphold 
the U. S. Constitution and in return was spared the 
confiscation of his personal property. As the record here 
shows, the loyalty of bankers is most often to their assets. 
 
                                                                                        McNeil 
 
Post Script: 
 
Marvin Ashmore pointed me in the direction of Lamar’s 
obituary at the website: 
 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/26542376/gazaway-
bugg-lamar 
 
I took the liberty of adding an illustration of this obituary 
which sheds a kinder light on Lamar’s  feelings about his 
black fellow citizens. 
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Gazaway Bugg Lamar     
 
Source: By Gazaway B. Lamar, 
(Life time: October 5, 1874) – 
Original publication: printed on 
bank notes, Immediate source: 
NA 
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G. B. Lamar, signing for President 
Bank of Commerce, Savannah, GA 
June 1862 
image: Heritage Auctions, HA.com 

A Statement of Advance to G. B. Lamar for 
1600 bales of cotton shipped from 
Savannah, Georgia, to Liverpool, England, 
dated June 12th, 1861, in New York, well 
after the founding of the Confederate 
government. 
 
image courtesy Fold3.com 
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Obituary for G. B. Lamar in The Morning 
Star and Catholic Messinger, New Orleans, 
LA, 25 October 1874. 
 
image courtesy 
www.findagrave.com/memorial/26542376/g
azaway-bugg-lamar 
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A letter in Lamar’s file 
describing the use of an 
alphabetic cipher to 
encrypt messages. The 
encryption table appears 
on the following page. 
Note that it was written by 
a Lt. Colonel in the 127th 
New York Volunteers. 
 
images courtesy 
Fold3.com 
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